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Why does Francis care about PARKING?

Why should you care about PARKING?

What can’t you do about PARKING?

What can you do about PARKING?
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Downtown Detroit Surface Parking Lots
Total Square Feet of Parking:
Need to validate since 5/1
Approximately 40% of land

Number of Parking Facilities:
50 garages
100 surface lots

Approximate Number of Spaces:
50,000 in garages
11,000 on surface lots



Current Detroit Fee Structure 

Parking fee structure

 from “City of Detroit Business License Center”

Annual License Revenue for Downtown Surface Parking Lots:
Smallest Lot: ___ Spaces; Largest Lot: ___ Spaces; Median: 80 Spaces; Average: 119 Spaces
Average 119 Spaces x $1,000 Plate Fee = $119,000 
(Actual Annual Revenue is ~$85,000)

http://www.detroitmi.gov/Portals/0/docs/bsee/Business%20Licenses/Business%20License%20Center%20Rate%20Report.pdf


Parking Downtown Detroit
Fee Rate: x%
Annual Licensing Revenue: 
About $250,000 (Citywide)
Property Tax Rate: ? 
They say it’s available at room 804 CAYMAC; 
otherwise 84.5 mills, according to 
http://www.degc.org/data/uploads/TAXES%202012.pdf

Parking Downtown Pittsburgh
Tax Rate: 37.5% (had been 50%)
Annual Revenue: $50 million

Detroit vs. Pittsburgh Comparison

http://www.degc.org/data/uploads/TAXES%202012.pdf
http://www.degc.org/data/uploads/TAXES%202012.pdf
http://www.degc.org/data/uploads/TAXES%202012.pdf


Revenue Opportunity #1
Just Add Zeros

● Minimal administrative costs
● Large percentage of costs 

borne by non CoD residents
● Offsets negative PR for 

meter-related increase
● An effective rate increase of 

x% = $ million in additional 
revenue



Revenue Opportunity #2
Incentivize Construction

Current policy: encourages 
unsightly surface lots.

Policy Change will:
● Encourage new 

development;
● Encourage density, 

walkability, transit use;
● Increase property value.



Appendix slides need to be cleaned up and go below

1. Did Progressive Parking Policies Propel Pittsburgh Past Detroit
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2013/08/23/pittsburgh-vs-detroit-a-case-study-in-par
king-contrasts/
2. City of Detroit Parking License Fees
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Portals/0/docs/bsee/Business%20Licenses/Business
%20License%20Center%20Rate%20Report.pdf
3. City of Pittsburgh Tax Rate for Parking Lots
http://www.downtownpittsburgh.com/doing-business/downtown-resources/tax
-structure 
4. Maps provided by Rob Linn

http://usa.streetsblog.org/2013/08/23/pittsburgh-vs-detroit-a-case-study-in-parking-contrasts/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2013/08/23/pittsburgh-vs-detroit-a-case-study-in-parking-contrasts/
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Portals/0/docs/bsee/Business%20Licenses/Business%20License%20Center%20Rate%20Report.pdf
http://www.detroitmi.gov/Portals/0/docs/bsee/Business%20Licenses/Business%20License%20Center%20Rate%20Report.pdf
http://www.downtownpittsburgh.com/doing-business/downtown-resources/tax-structure
http://www.downtownpittsburgh.com/doing-business/downtown-resources/tax-structure


● Remove Off Street Parking 
Requirements

● Institute Dynamic/ 
Performance Pricing 

● Parking Revenue Goes Back 
to Neighborhoods















● Loss of unique high-quality structures
● Change in character of urban streetscapes
● Clearing of entire districts to be used for surface lots



HIGH QUALITY STRUCTURES











STREETSCAPES





DISTRICTS











Do we have a problem?

We don’t seem to manage our relationship with cars 
very well.

The city seems to suffer when we put the needs of cars 
before the needs of people.

How do we change our policies to change our behavior? 

A moment about the future...



PARKING?


